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mtACULA 

I^acula, Brun Stoker's immortal vampire, has risen from more 
graves than you could shake a stake at. The continental Count has 
also been responsible for making Bela Lugosi and Christopher Lee 
household words— at least in haunted households. 


QrAculi is perhaps the most dreaded name 
In all of horrordom. He is Evil Incarnate— Ihe 
Prince of Darknese, He is the Lord of the 
vampires. 'the vilest creatures on Earth. He 
leads the tindead. and controls werewolves, 
wolves, rats, bats, and similar creatures. 
Only the powers of Good (God) keep him in 
check, but he never fives up. He is immortal. 



Ms and beaviy In MOM's MARK OF THE 


and his emissaries are everywhere. Be- 

Bram Stoker's novel, DflACULA, was first 
published in 1897. It is still being reprinted, 
today, and it remains a classic of literary 
fantasy. The first film adaptation of this story 
seems to have been DRAKULA, which was 
made in Hungary in 1921, Next came the 
well-known NOSFERATl) (1922). a German 
silent clossic that was excellent— but 
unauthorized. Good old Universal got Into the 
act in 1931. surrlog Bela Lugosi as 
DRACULA. That classic horror film 
introduced Draculs to the American movie 
■heater patrons, and it is still well-loved 
today. It lacked a lot In action, but this was 
sort of made up in atmdspherc. This version 
ended with Dracula being staked by 
Professor Van Helsing. his famous adver- 

In 1936. DRACULA'S DAUGHTER picked 
up where its forerunner had left off. Van 
Helsing was tried for m\irdering the vampire 
king, and at the isame time the Count's 
daughter I?) stole liis body and burned it so 
that she would/he ^ee of his eviL This 
atlerapt did nU work, but that's another 
i\ar). HOU^OF FRANKENSTEIN came 
alpiig in 19M, and bid I\rac was portrayed 
then by ^tingujAed John Carradine. No 
attemply^as made to explain his audden 
return, hyl^as thf old Transylvahian proverb 


goea. a vampire's lives are many. Drac bit the 
dust hsifwsy through the film when the sun 
csught him out of his coffin. The ssme sort of 
Uing happened in HOUSE OF DRACULA. 
which was produced by Uoiverssl during the 



John Csnsdine as Ihs CounI In SILLY TH E KIO VS. 
DRACULA UMei. 


same year as HOF. In ABBOTT AND COS- 
TELLO MEET FRANKENSTEIN 119481, 
Lugosi was bsckaaOrnc. At the finale of this 
slapstick comedy, the Blood Count and the 
Wolf Man went off a cliff and into a river 
{running water can slay a vamplrel. 

That was it tor Universal, but the Turkish 
DRACULA IN ISTANBUL came along in 
1963. In that effort, the Lord of Darkoess was 
baldl He got his just rewards by way of a 
wooden stake and decapitation. Five years 
Ister. we were blessed |7) with THE 
RETURN OF DRACULA. The undesd fiend 
fell down a mine shaft and landed on a sharp 
piece of wood at the conclusion of this winner. 

Great Britain's Hammer Films entered the 
scene in 1958 with HORROR OF DRACULA. 
starring Christopher Lee ("Mr. Dracula"!. 
This flick was closely based on Stoker's 
novel, and it was excellent in every way. 


Professor Van Helsing was played by Peter 
Cushing, who went on to co-star with Lee in 
almost every other Hammer Dracula 
production. In this classic, Dracula drank hia 
why from his castle in Transylvania to 
London; ultimately. Vac Helsing used a 
makeshift cross to force the demon into a 
shaft of sunlight. Drsc disintegrated, but one 
of hia servants gathered his remains and 
drained another man of all his blond in 
DRACULA-PRINCE OF DARKNESS 
(1986). This restored the monster to undead- 
ness. but it didn't last long: at the end of the 
story, Drsc was drowned in an ice-covered 

Another three years went by before 
DRACULA HAS RISEN FROM THE 
GRAVE was released, Herein, the Immortal 
One wss revived when a priest fjell and cut 
his bead over the spot where Draenvss lying 
in the frozen lake. The blood seeped through 
a ersck in the ice and fell upon the creature's 
lips, keviviog him. After about an hour of 
film-time, Dracula tell oil a cliff and was 
impaled on a large silver cross. After one 
more year, it came time to TASTE THE 
BLOOD OF DRACULA. Another of the 
Count's disciples drank a mixture of blood 
and Drac's red dust, and then turned into the 
Count himself after he was brutally 
murdered. He went mad at the conclusion, 
and again diaintegrated, SCARS OF 
DRACULA (19T0) was the last movie in the 
series that took place fo. the pasU A huge 
< vampire bat dripped blood onto the Count's 
remains at tbe beginning of,this disappolnt- 
ment„and the villain materialized. He got 
zonked again when a lightning bolt struck the 
metal spear that he was holding at the end ol 
the film, 

DRACULA A.D. 1972 (1971) was even 
more of a disaster. It began by showing how 
Van Helsing had driven a broken wagon 


spoke into the fiend's heart over 160 years 
ago. Next, during a modern-day black magic 
ritual, the toothy one was returned to un-tlfe 
by the descendont of a disciple. The Evil One 
gratefully accepted the attractive female 
sacriBce, and then turned the disciple into 
one of the living dead. A simple shower 
drowned and partially disintegrated tbe 
youth, and a pit full of wooden slakes finished 
off the Count. The last movie in the series 
was THE SATANIC RITES OF DRACU- 
LA 11972). In that. Dracula turned, up as the 
leader of a band of Devil worshippers. 
There's sex, nudity, gore and a lot of 
vampires in this one. but since it hasn't been 
released in the States yet we don't want to 
spoil it tor you. Look for iti 
Of course, there have been many more 
Dracula flicks, but we only had enough room 
to cover the two main series. Some of the 
better movies include COUNT DRACULA 
(1970— with Christopher Lee) and CBS-TV'a 
DRACULA 11973-wUh Jack Palnncel. 
Unforiuoately, the bad Dracula films are far 
more numerous then the good ones. Watch 
out for them, and remember: Dracula isn't 
dead; he just lakes a rest once in a while. □ 



Aclof Willlsm Marshstl slacrod is ths world's Ural 
Black vampire In Ihe <972 Him BLACULA. 






ALL-NEW MOTION PICTURE 


BRINGS THEM TOGETHER 


Godzilla's Radioactive Flame 
Burn Out Entire Cities' 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
THE COLOSSAL CLASH 
OF ALL TIME! 


JOHN BECK 

presents 


SEE! 

King Kong Hurl an Entire 
Train to Destruction' 


King Kong Gouge Out 
A Mountainside! 
Godzilla Snatch Jets 
from the Skies and Smash 
Them to Earth! 


hiii ralher. In addition, he was white shinned,* 
while his daddy had been black jftood and 
evil?). In this lilm. Carl Denham tried to 
return to Skull Island in order to Ilnd some 
hidden treasure. Not tar Irom his objective, 
his crew mutinied and put him, the heroine, 
and three other men into a lifeboat and cast 
them off. They reached the island, but the 
natives recalled alt the trouble from the last 
time white men were there. The newcomers 
had no choice but to shove off and land on the 
more dangerous parlor the atoll- There, they 
found Kong Jr, stuck in a quicksand bog. 
Feeling sorry for him. and guilty over what 
had happened to his father. Denham freed 
the giant ape and then hurried away. Out of 
gratitude, the oversized monkey decided to 
protect the humans, He followed them 
around, fighting the various dinosaurs that 
threatened them. One of these closely 
resembled a storybook dragon, but even he 
was beaten by Kong Jr. During one battle, 
the ape's right paw was hurl, and Denham 
bandaged it with some extra cloth. 
Eventually, the hidden treasure was located, 
but the parly cared much more about 
survival than about riches. One night, the 
natives located the whites end attacked 
them. Naturally, the Son of Kong helped 
fight off the savages. During the battle, an 
earthquake shook the entire island. A storm 
began, and the atoll started to sink into the 
ocean. Moments later. Skull Island and all of 
ita inhabitants were gone. Kong Jr. had aunk 
beneath the waves while saving Denham. He 
was presumed dead, but they were wrong. 

Twenty-nine years later, Toho revived 
"Son" and dubbed him "King." According to 
KING KONG VS. GODZILLA, the giant ape 
mow dark-colored) was residing on one of the 
Solomon Islands. A group of television men 
traveled to the locale to capture him for a 
new publicity stunt. After Kong chased a 


KING KONG 


What gallery of monster greats would be complete without the pow- 
erful primitive presence of the Eighth Wonder of the World, King 
Kong? No monster occupies a higher place in our cultural conscious- 
ness than the King, and we’d all be well-advised to admit as much. 


History's Most Gigantic 
MonstOfS In Combat 
•Atop Mt. Fuji' 


Kong wresiles the mecel robot Mochm-Kong In 
KINQ KONQ ESCAPES (1987). 
a woman went ashore for exploration 
purposes. Soon after Ihey did. a dinosaur 
attacked them. King Kong charged out o^the 
jungle to save them, and then he prevented a 
seu serpent from damaging the sub. Later on, 
after Ihe evil Dr. Who found tha( , his 
mechanical version of Kong was unabl^to 
mine Element X, he captured the real one 
and hypnotized the gorilla to do hia worl^. 
When the flashing radioactive element broke 
the trance, Kong escaped to Tokyo, but Who 
sent his Mechni-Kong after the ape. The two 
fought atop a gigantic tower, and Koqg won 
when a woman secretly helped him*. The 
giunt gorilla then destroyed Who's ship, and 
headed out to sea again. Perhaps someday 
he'll {eiurn to Japan, the U.S.. or wherever. 


A Ithough Hollywood has produced a multi- 
tude of dinosaur films, KING KONG remains 
the most well-known of the lot. The tragic 
story of the giant ape was released by RKO 
in 1933, and it still remains n favorite today. 
During that aame year. SON OF KONG was 
issued, and it was he who became the new 
"King Kong." At the end of the flick, he 
seemed to drown, but he actually survived, 
matured, and turned up in KING KONG VS. 
GODZILLA 119621. His final appearance was 
in KING KONG ESCAPES II967I. but he'll 
probably return ngain some day. If he does, 
let's hope he'll be more like his old self again. 

In the first movie, a group of men land Ann 
Darrow) from a motion picture company 
sailed to Skull Island. The natives there 
kidnapped the heroine and sacrificed her to 
Kong, but he freed her and carried her off. 
Some of the men from Ihe ship went through 
the huge gates that separated Kong from the 
nativea, and tried to rescue the terrified 
woman. Along the way. they were confronted 
by an assortment of hungry dinosaurs: all of 
the party, except for the two heroes, were 
slain by the monsters. Shortly afterward. 
Ann escaped from Kong, and the giant ape 
broke through the gales and attacked the 
natives. He was then knocked out by gas 
bombsand transported to New Vork City for 
exhibition. Kong escaped on the opening 
night, and went on a rampage in Manhattan. 


He left wrecked cars, subway trains and 
buildings along his path of destruction. After 
seizing Ann. he climbed atop the Empire 
State Building, ll was there thsl a squadron 
of fighter planes shot him to death. After he 
fell from Ihe then World's Tallest Building, 
Carl Denham stated, "It was Beauty killed 
the Beast." 

SON OF KONG was a smaller version of 
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GHIDKAH. THIC THREE HEADED 
MONSTER showed up In 1»6&. At the 
beginninR of ihe flick, Codsiilla and Rodan 
were busy fightlnR each other. About 
halfway through the plot, Ghidrah hatched 
from a meteorite that had landed In Japan. 
When the Hying space dragon embarked on 
his mission of destruction, one of the new 
.Mothras swam to Japan to try to stop him, 
iThe other giant caterpillar had died by this 
Lime, we were informed,) After arguing, in 
monster language, with Godzilla and Rodan, 
Moihra crawled off to confront Ghidrah, The 
remaining creatures, shamed by Mothra, 
joined her (?) in the fight. After a long battle, 
Ghidrah flew off into outer space in defeat, 

Godzilla, Rodan and Ghidrah returned that 
same year In MONSTER 2ERO talso known 
aa INVASION OF ASTRO-MONSTER), 
Against their wills, the Big G and Rodan 
were transported, via flying saucer, to Planet 
X, There, they again battled Ghidrah. and 
afterward all thrre monsters were sent to 
destroy Earth. Eveniually, the aliens' control 
over Godzilla and Rodan was broken, and the 
two beasts beat up on Ghidrah. By the end of 
the film, the space dragon and the invaders 
from Planet X had been zonked. 

One year later, Godzilla returned to fight 
EBIRAU, HORROR OF THE DEEP lalso 
known as GODZILLA VS. THE SEA 
MO.NSTERl. The villrJn ol this flick wa.s a 
giganiic crab that was controlled by a 
military ufiil from a npGon that wanted to 
rule the world, NaCurally, the Big G 
vanquished the evil monster and the bad 
guys, and Mothra helped the heroes e.scape 
from the Island. The cute, little I'f) SON OF 
GODZILLA was introduced In 1968. He. loo, 
hatched from n giant egg.tand Codaillo saved 
him from giant praying 'mantises and an 
enormous spider., In DESTROY ALL MON- 
STERS <1968), CoidzUla led bis non and many 


GODZILLA! 


As the seU-proclaiined King of the Monsters, Toho’s Godzilla has 
spent the past 20 years battling with and against both miniscule 
humans and outsized attackers like King Kong and Ghidrah. If his 
right paw don’t get you, then the left one wiU. 


Godzilla is undoubtedly one ol the all-time 
favorites of horror film monsters. He has an 
enormous number of fans, primarily children. 
He has always been well-liked, even when he 
wss a villain. No one can fully explain his 
popularity, but it definitely existsl 
It was way back in 1954 that GODZILLA. 
KING OF THE MONSTERS was released in 
Japan. Two years later, after scenes with 
Raymond Burr hod been added. It was 
distributed to theaters across the U.S. 
Godzilla was s real menace In those days. He 
remiined underwater a lot. destroying 
numerous ships with his radiosetive breath 


The 8lg Q helps msnlilnd lor • change in GODZILLA 
VS. THESM06 MONSTER 11971). 


whenever he got the chance. He had beena 
awakened from his eons-old hibernation by 
an atomic explosion, and he was out to 
destroy those who had disturbed him. 
Eventually, he attacked Tokyo itselfl During 
his second assault, he wiped out a large 
portion of the city. Not long afterward, he 
was disintegrated by an "oxygen destroyer" 
that a Japanese scientist named Serizawa 
had perfected, 

Godzilla was desd. but he strangely 
returned In a 1955 film called GIGANTIS. 
THE FIRE MONSTER (known in Japan as 
GODZILLA RAIDS AGAIN nnd THE 
VOLCANO MONSTERS). In that, he foughl 
against a spiny dinosaur named Angurus. 
After annihilating his opponent, as well as 
part of a city, Godzilla/Gigantis went on 
another rampage of destruction until he was 
buried under tons of ice on i deserted island. 
Not until seven years later did he melt his 
way out of the ice, to appear in KING KONG 
VS. GODZILLA. Predictably, he made his 
way back to Japan and resumed his pastime 
of wrecking the place. To the rescue— 
straight from his island in the Pacific— came 
King Kong, who had not been seen since 
1938. The big ape had changed n bit. In that 
now he was able to absorb electricity. He and 
the Big G went al it, and after several comical 
bouts the amphibious dinosaur was defeated. 
Interestingly enough, Godzills wen in the 


Japanese version of the film. 

In 1964. the giant green lizard returned in 
GODZILLA VS. THE THING. This was the 
Iasi movie in which he was a full-time villain, 
ll began with the worst hurricane in the 
history of Japan, which deposited s gigantic 
egg on one of the beaches. While acienlisis 
were examining the strange phenomenon. 
Godzilla popped up from beneath the sand of 
unolher beach. As usual, he started on one of 
bis nasty rampages as soon as he awoke. 
Obviously, he and the egg had been deposited 
on the shores by the hurrienne. Later on, the 
two liny females from Mothra's island turned 
up in Japan. They asked that the huge egg. 
which belonged to Mothra Ian enormous 
moth), be returned to the mysterious island 
from which it came. Since the authorities did 
not move fast enough. Mothra flew to Jopan 
and ended up fighting Godzilla. She was 
killed during the battle, but twin caterpillars 
hatched from the egg and soon defeated the 
BigC. 


PMte Ihe MansIarTImH 



AHnillM ponnllol eoil> K«tlDll It FranklliBtllfl'lMoniltllnTHEBRIDEOF FRANKENSTEIN dias). 


FRANKENSTEIN 

Of ail the scream screen's famous Bends, Mary Shelley’s monster has 
been the most durable. FYom Thomas E^son to Andy Warhol, film* 
makers have found the Frankenstein legend difficult to resist. 


In the beginning. "Franlienstein'' was 

created artificiai life. That was in 1817; 
today, however, many peopie believe that it 
is also the name of the man's ereatioo. la any 
event, the name meant big box office 
business when it's part of a movie title. The 
first film of this type-FRANKENSTEIN- 
was made by Edison in 1910. That was a 
silent version, ae was LIFE WITHOUT 
SOUL, which foliowed iA 1915. After that, 
very little was heard of Franky or his 
Monster until 1931. but then things really 
surted happening! It was in that fateful year 
that Boris Karloff starred m -Universal's 
FRANKENSTEIN. This fine film fed to 
seven sequels, and this series remains the 
meal popular one today. 

After that, Hammer Films started their 
own series in 1957. Their first production, 
CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN, led to five 
sequels and s tongue-in-cheek remake of the 
first one, celled HORROR OF PRANKEN 
STEfN. In Hammer's introductory flick, the 
Monster was played by Christopher Lee 
CMIr. Dracula" himselfl. and Pater Cushing 
was east as-Dr. Frankenstein, Cushing went 
on to portray the warped sciential in ail of the 
lequeli. including the newest one, FRANK- 
ENSTEIN AND THE MONSTER FROM 
HELL. What makes theae filma ao interest- 
.ingis that there is almost always a different 


insnster in each one- The aeries, which has 
far surpassed Universal's at least in gory 
scenes, continues to draw audiences of all 
ages, and it will probably go on for at least a 
little while longer. 

Of course, there have been many other 
motion pictures having lo do with Franken- 
stein and/or bis creation. Some of them, like 
ABC TV's FRANKENSTEIN and NBC-TV's 
FRANKENSTEIN; THE TRUE STORY. 


Tnelala 61 inn Sir.. me ana Lou Cotlallo In ABBOTT 
AND COSTELLO MEET FRANKENSTEIN 119461. 



have been excellent. Most others, however, 
like FRANKENSTEIN'S DAUGHTER 
11958). FRANKENSTEIN MEETS THE 
SPACE MONSTER 11965), and Independent 
loterntlional's DRACULA VS. FRANKEN- 
STEIN I197I). are truly awful. You win some, 
you lose some. 

In Universal's FRANKENSTEIN, the 
doctor crested the Monster in his secluded 
"mad lab." Unfortunately, because of hit 
assistant's stupidity and carelessness, the 
creation had the demented brain of a 
murderer. Not long afterward, the creature 
escaped and nearly killed his creator before 
he was trapped in a burning windmill. THE 
BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN (1935) started 
off right where the first flick left off. The 
Monster had survived the fire because it had 
fallen Into an underground river. Halfway 
through the plot, he was taken in by a blind 
old man, who taught the creature some 
simple phrases, The Monster talked! Later 
on, villainous Dr, Prelorius convinced the 
pathetic thing that he wanted a mate. 
Together, they forced Frankenstein lo work 
on this new project, and a female was 
created. When the new fiend rejected the 
Monster'a advances, he let his creator escape 
before he blew up the mountain laboratory, 
Four years Jater, the SON OF FRANKEN- 
STEIN was tricked into reviving the 
murderous (and sow mute) Monster by 
crat^ old Igoc (Bela Lugosi). When young 
Prankenslein-reaUaed what he had done, he 
shot Igor and knocked the creature into a 
boiling sulfur pit. At the opening of GHOST 
OF FRANKENSTEIN 119421. Igor— some- 
how still alive and well— dug the weakened 
Monster out of the hardened sulfur just 
before the neighborhood vigilante committee 
blew up Castle Frankenstein. Igor then took 
the Monster to Frankenstein's second son. 
and blackmailed the doctor into helping him. 


After a while, the Monster kidnapped a little 
girl and demanded that her brain be trans- 
planted into his body. Nonetheless, Franken- 
stein's immortal creation ended up with 



Chrlslapher Lea as the Monster In Ihs 1957 Hammar 
proa UCt Ion ol THE CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN. 


Igor's brain, After the crucial operalion. the 
Monster foolishly spoke in Igor's voice and 
threatened the world. Unexpectedly, the 
thing went blind because Igor's blood type 
was different from the fluid that coursed 
through the creature's body. Stumbling 
around blindly, the Monster started a 
chemical fire and "burned itself lo death." 

The year 1943 marked Universal's first 
horror team-up: FRANKENSTEIN MEETS 
THE WOLF MAN. Therein, the immortal 
Monster turned up as usual, terrorizing the 
countryside. Along came Larry Talbot |Lon 
Chaney Jr.l, werewalf, and the two became 
fast friends, At the conclusion. Talbot's hairy 
alter ego decided that he didn't like Frnnken- 
slein's creation, so the two started to fight. 
At the same lime, the villagers blew up the 
nearby dam and a flood of water swept the 
monsters away, Two years later, a pair of 


sequels were released separately. In HOUSE 
OF FRANKENSTEIN, the Monster and the 
Wolf Men were joined by toothy Count 
Dracula (John Carradine). After the vampire 
had met his fate, Dr. Niemann iKarlofl) 
entered Castle Frankenstein and found the 
other two beings, frozen in ice. He thawed 
them and recharged the Monster, but the 
local villagers charged in and chased the fiat- 
headed giant into a quicksand patch. In 
HOUSE OF DRACULA, which followed, a 
benevolent doctor rounded up Dracula and 
the Wolf Man. and dug the Monster out of the 
then-hardened quicksand. Once more. Frank- 
enstein's creation was caught in a chemical 
fire of his own making, and seemed to be 
destroyed. Last and least, ABBOTT AND 
COSTELLO MEET FRANKENSTEIN came 
along in 1948— eight years before Hammer’s 
CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN was released. 
All three creatures showed up again in this 
comedy, and the Monster ended up plunging 
through a burning pier lo the icy waters 
below, He should have survived this, but he 
apparently didn't. Oh. well. There's always 
Andy Warhol to Fall back on (ugh!). □ 





Flislighltr Ion Chaney In THE GHOST OF 
FRANKENSTEIN 11942). 
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A MILLION CENTURIES 
OF FURY! 

RAGES UP FROM 
THE AMAZON'S 
FORBIDDEN 
DEPTHS! 


RICHARD 

CARLSON ADAMS 


THE CREATURE 

The horrific handiwork of makeup master Bud Westmore, the Gill- 
man (a.k.a. THE CREATURE FROM THE BLACK 
LAGOON)— starred in three of the most frightemng fish stories ever 
to unfold on the shiver screen. 


chaineti to * wall far ulely. While he 
remained a captive, the Oill Man look a 
strong liking to the attractive heroine, who 
was heraelf a young acieniiat studying him. 
People kept flocking to the exhibit to see the 
infamous Creature, and one day the audienee 
got an unaxpected "treat" — he escaped! He 
killed several men in the process, and scared 
everyone away. Before the police arrived, he 
jumped into the nearby river and swam 
away. One evening, however, he surprised 
the heroine and dragged her off into the 
water.; The search fur the Creature 
increased, and after a faw more people W'ere 
slain he and the heroine were located on a 
beach. As soon as the hero rescued the 
helpless female, the Creature was shot and 
left for dead iagainl. 

THE CREATt'RE WALKS AMONG IIS 


I19S6I began with another expedition: this 
lime to the Florida Everglades. A scientist, 
Dr. Barton, wanted to capture the Creature 
in order to prove the connection between 
man and fish. Using sonar, they tracked their 
prey and prepared to capture it. The 
Creature had other plans, though, and he 
leaped onto their boat and attacked them. As 
in the previous films, drug-laden spears 
proved ineHeelive against the green 
monster, and the people panicked. While the 
beast was wrecking Ihe boat, he accidentally 
doused himself w'ith gasoline. One of the men 
noted this, and in desperation he fired a 
llarcgun at the Creature. The Gill Man 
immediately hurst into Qames. and leaped 
hack into the water. Maments later, the 
drugs look effect and Ihe monster was easily 
captured. On hoard Ihe expeditionary ship, 


The Creature from The Black Lagoon was 
a living fossil. He was a throwback to the 
prehistoric age— part-man, part-fish. Like 
some other amphibians, he lived in water but 
could survive on land for a little while, His 
action-packed film career laated for only 
three movies, all of which were quite good. 
He was one of Universal's beat creationa of 
the 1950's, and his popularity continues to 
this very dsy. He sclually seemed real, as 
opposed to most monsters. 

THE CREATURE FROM THE BLACK 
LAGOON (1954) opened in the jungle liong 
the Amason River. There a scientist and his 
two employees found a green, webbed, 
fossilized hand with claws. The leader of the 
expedition wasted no time in returning to 
civilization to show his Bnd, but while he was 
away the two workers st the campsite were 
slaughtered by the Creature. When Dr. Mala 
rjlurned with some other scientists, they 
found the mutilated vicLima. While tracking 
down their discovery, th^ chartered a 
riverboat and entered an eerie inlet— the 
Black Lagoon. Unaware that the Creature 
resided there, the party went about their 
work until (he monster became ensnared in 
the boat's underwater net. By using his 
incredible strength, the beast lore a hole in 
the net and escaped. One of the men then 
went underwater to get some photographs of 
the Creature, but the fellow who financed the 


The crahy Craitura laid his Ilia story to Ttia 
Monslar Timas back in Itsua *5. 
expedition went hunting for the Gill Monster 
with a spear gun. As the story progressed, 
several men lost their lives before the 
Creature was temporarily paralysed by a 
poisonous gas and captured. However, the 
Gill Man soon broke loose, and prevented 
everyone else from leaving the area by 
blocking the inlet with a large tree. 
Obviously, the Creature was a crafty little 











Man...hunted...cag9d...lorced to mate by civilized apesi 


Commander Toylor. Astronaut. 
He londed in a world where apes ore 
the civilized rulers and mon the beast. 


Marcus. Head of security police. 
His specialty; violence ond torture. 


Nova. The wild human onimal 
captured ond selected for special 
moting purposes. 


Dr. Zaius. Brilliant sdentist. 
Only he hos the power to save 
or destroy the animol colled man. 


i%APES 

THE PLANCT OF THE APEIS proved to be one of the most popular 
and influential fright films ever to lumber across the screen, 
inspiring four sequels and a television series. They’re the most 
successful simians to surface since the days when Kong was King. 


The unpsrallelcd suucpss of iha PLAMiT 
UF THE APES aarias is truly rpmarkabU*. 
Thfre were live films in all- and now Iherc's 
even a TV show on CBS-TV, Apparcnlly. u 
lol of people like talking apes; It obviously 
isn't the quality of the flirks that draws the 
audiences, because they've gutlen prugres. 
sively worse since Pl.ANET- There are so 
many errors and inconsistencies in the series 
that it's really incredible that it surceeded 
well enough to merit a TV show. 

The opening chapter. PLANET OF THE 
APES 119681. is one of the tincsl. and most 
expensive, science-fietion films of all lime. 
The screenplay, written by Rod Seriing and 
Michael Wilson, was based un Pierre Boulle's 
fine novel. MONKEY PLANET, ft opened 
with four astronauts in a starship. They 
entered suspended nnitnalion so that they 
would not age much, and trusted that they 
would be near a distant planet when they 
awoke. Hundred ofyears Inter, the three men 
revived and fouad that: I. the only female 
member of the rrew was dead; 2. they had 
crash-landed in water; and 8. they were on a 
planet with a suitable atmosphere. After a 
long trek, they found a tribe of idiolic 
humans. Moments later, uniformed gorillas 
on horseback attacked! One of the astronauts 
was shot to death, and the others were taken 
prisoner. They were put into cages, and one 
of them was operated on so that he would 


ln.se his memory. The survivor— Taylor— be 
friended a pair of rhimps and tried to prove 
to Ihe amased ape sociely that he came from 
0 world of intelligent humans. His execution 
was urdered, but he escaped and learned that 
the mad planet he was on was Earth! An 
atomir war had caused it all! 

Two years later. BENEATH THE 
PLANET OF THE APES was released. This 
sequel was not as good as the original flick. 


hut it had its merits. It began exactly where 
the first one left off; at the half- buried Statue 
of Liberty. Afterword. Taylor was captured 
by an underground society of alo 
and sentenred to death for "spying" 
Meanwhile, another pair 
broken through the time barrier and landed 
in the radioactive "Forbidden Zone." One of 
Ihem died almost immediately, and the 
survivor— Brent — set out for help. He met 
Nova. Taylor's mate, and followed her to Ape 
City, where he was led to Cornelius and Zira. 
The two chimpanzees aided him as much as 
they could, and they told him where he might 
find Taylor. Brent and Nova left in search of 
the other spaceman, and sometime later they 
were captured by the warped mutants. When 
an army of apes assaulted the hidden citadel. 
Nova was killed and the astronauts escaped. 
After Brent was also shot, Taylor tried to 
warn the apes that there was a live 
Doomsday Bomb on the premises. Tsylor was 
also wounded, and in dying he laceidenlally?) 
aelivated Ihe Bomb. Earih exploded! 

In 1971, Cornelius, Zira and a third ape 
made their ESCAPE FROM THE PLANET 
OF THE APES. They bad located and 
repaired one of the damaged starships and 
blasted off just before the world was 
destroyed. They passed through a time warp 
and ended up on Earth in the year 1973. At 
first, they pretended to be dumb animals 
because they feared whal humanity would do 
to them. After ihe third chimp was murdered 
by a gorilla, though, thoy revealed their 
intelligence and ability to speak. Once they 
prnved their worthiness, Cornelius and Zira. 
were made celebrities and given the key to 
the city. As lime went by, Zira became 
pregnant, and it was ihen that a very devious 
scientist used truth serum lo get the full 
story of the future out of her. As a result, the 
chimps were imprisoned and there were 


Newspaper art Irom BATTLE FOR THE PLANET OF 
THEAPES<1973). 

some people in high places who wanted them 
executed. Fearful of their destiny, the apes 
escaped by killing a guard. This malicious 
lalthough aecidentall an made the authorl 
ties order their deaths. A few days later. Zira 
gave birth to a male chimp at the circus of a 
man named Armando. Zira then switched her 
baby for a normal, newborn chimp, and fled 
with Cornelius. Shortly afterward, all three 
were killed— hut Zira 's baby lived! 

During the following year. CONQUEST 
OF THE PLANET OF THE APES was 
relessed. It look place in the near future, 
when semi-inlolllgent apes in various 
ualfnrms were slaves to humans. A space 
virus had killed off all small domestic 
animals, and apes had replaced them in 
homes. When Man learned that apes made 
belter servants than pets, 'they were forced 
ialo a life of servitude. By this lime. Caesar. 
ihesonufCopneliusand Zira. was full-grown. 
He alone, of all the apes in the world, was 
able to speak in English. In addition, he 
possessed a strange lelepalhiq link with his 
speeles. He posed as a dumb ape for a while, 
but when he learned that Armando, his only 


had died while being interrogated by 
the police, he vowed revenge against 
humanity. Before long, he led the apes in full 
revolt and took over a city. At movie's end, 
though, he and his hiu-y army left in order to 
plot Man's downfall. 

In 1973, BATTLE FOR THE PLANET OF 
THE APES was issued 10 theaters across the 
country. The story here began soon after the 
atomic war had occurred. Human and ape 
survivors were living in a crude town some 
miles Irom New York City. The leader was 
Caesar, and they all respected him— but a 
great deal of ill feeling existed between the 
two species. To make things worse, the 
mutated survivors who were living beneath 
New York decided lo attack the ape/human 
rummunily. After a long and bloody battle. 


the mutants were wiped out and peace was 
restored. The last scene showed how. 
centuries in the future, ape and humans were 
living together in peace and harmony. 
Ridiculous, and the TV show is even worselO 



THEWOLFMAN 



The lycanthropic i^end of men becoming wolves by night found 
its greatest expression in Universal’s THE WOLF MAN, with Lon 
Chaney Jr. as the moon-driven Larry Talbot, a role that made him a 
full-fledged horror star. 


Film;; About worewolves Kavo been Around 
AiBce 1913. There hAve been many slavering, 
messy wolfmen on the screen since then, but 
the most lamouA of all is the one that 
Universal unleashed in 1941: THE WOLF 
MAN. Six years earlier, the same company 
had released another lycanthropic title: 
WEREWOLF OF LONDON. In that flick, 
two foreign wolfmen fought over who had 
privileges to a certain plant that had the 
ability to temporarily cure one of them of his 
curse. Before the movie ended, one monster 
had been slain by the other, and the survivor 
was shot by a policeman. This. Universal’s 
first crude attempt at lycanthropy, is now 
considered to be a classic. 

Lon Chaney Jr. played the Wolf Man for 
Universal, and he went on to portray the 
same character in all of the sequels. Ke had a 
certain air about him that made him an 
extremely convincing werewolf, and his fine 
makeup, coupled with the transformation 
scenes, helped thq spellbound audience to 
really believe that he was capable of 
assuming the characteristics— and partial 
appearance— nf a vicious wolf. At the time 
these movies were mado. Chaney was a tall, 
well-built, handsome individual. Unlike most 
of the lycanlhropes that were to follow, he 
was a pathetic character, and the viewers 
sympathized with him. Often, he was 
considered to be the tragic hero of his films, 
rather than Just the rampaging monster. He 
was nn instant success, and Universal. 


squeezed as muen profit ns they could from 
hie character land the Monster's, and 
Drncula’s, and so on). 

In THE WOtF MAN (1841). Larry Talbot 
was bitten by a wolf when he tried to save a 
young womai/from the animal's auaek. The 
crealure— who was killed by Larry's silver 


cone — turned out to be Bela Lugosi, a tycao- 
thrope from a nearby gypsy camp. Thanks to 
the inlormation provided by Bela's mother, 
Larry knew that he would become a monster 
whenever the foil moon rose. He was correct, 
and every Lime the spell came over him hr 
changed and went hunting for human blood, 
fn the end, his own father used the silver 
cane to beat him to death (?). 

Two years later, the uncouth monster 
turned up in FRANKENSTEIN MEETS 
THE WOLF MAN. Some nasty graverobbers 
made the mistake of opening Larry's coffin 
when the full moon was out, and when Its 
rays touched his body he revived and 
changed into the Wolf Man. Ke murdered one 
of the criminals, ind then went on to join a 
scientist who was ialerested in reviving the 
Frankenstein Monster. While our anti-hero 
wailed around to be cured or destroyed, he 
continued to kill whomever crossed his path 
whenever the full moon's rays affected him. 
Asa result, the neighborhood villagers blew 
up the dam so that Castle Frankenstein 
would be destroyed. Jusl as tons of churning 
water approached the target area, ihe Wolf 
Man and the Monster were battling it out. 

inundated and seemed to die in the resulting 
carnage. However, both characters returned 
in HOUSE OF FRANKENSTEIN (19441. 
They had been swept away by the water, and 
then frozen solid. A mad sci.entist (Boris 
Karloff! found them in the caves beneath the 
ruined castle and thawed them out. At the 
movie's conclusion, he managed to re-ener- 
gize the Monster jusl before his hunchbacked 
servant broke his spine. The Wolf Man was 

■ loved— and whom he in turn killed— and the 
Monster got himself and the still-llving scien- 
tist buried in quicksand. 

These events should hsve ended the series, 
but HOUSE OF ORACULA was released 
that same year, In It, a kindly scientist 


located the Wolf Man— still somehow alive, 
and as nasty ss ever— and the Munster. 
While attempting to cure Larry and revive 
Frankenstein's immortal creation, he was 



Cnanav relurnad as Ihs Wollmsn In Universal's 
f RANKENSTEIN MEETS THE WOLFMAH (19431. 


turned into a living vampire by Count 
Dracula himself. By the finale, everybody's 
favorite werewolf was cured by a brain 
operation, Dracula had succumbed to the 
sunlight, the doctiir was shot, and the 
Monster was burned "to death," The last 
chapter in the saga of Larry Talbot, Wolf 
Man. occurred in ABBOTT AND COSTELLO 
MEET FRANKENSTEIN (1948). In this 
comedy, all three infamous monsters turned 
up again without any sort of explanation. At 
the exciting conclusion, the horrific trio 
ended up in a raging river- which should not 
have slain either the Wolf Man or Che 


Monster. In any event, the scries was finally 
over. (Whew!) 

Needless to say. there have been a numbar 
of other werewolf movies since then. Of 
course, there were also films that were made 
by other companies while Universal waa 
producing its successful sagas: Some of the 
most memorable of these flicks were: THE 
RETURN OF THE VAMPIRE I194SI. THE 
WEREWOLF 11956), and THE CURSE OF 
THE WEREWOLF II961I. Incidentally, 
there is a well-known Spanish series about a 
poor individual named Woidemar Daninsky, 
played by Paul Naschy (who also wrote the 
screenplays). New lycanthrope flicks include: 
THE BEAST MUST DIE and WEREWOLF 
OF WASHINGTON. Larry Talbot la no 
longer with us, but there are plenty of other 
werewolves to keep us company. Q 


Oliver ReaO horrllles bollerlng nirolne In Hamoiers 
.1961 THECURSE OF THE WEREWOLF. 








In an attempt to add a little violent variety to their all-star monster 
spectacles, Toho gave birth to GHIDRAH, THE THREX-HEADED 
MONSTER in 1965. Despite his three heads, GHIDRAH has yet to 
learn that no power on earth (or elsewhere) can tear down Godzilla. 


0 ne of the most (ormidsble creatures ever 
created by Toho. Japan's leading siience- 
nclion studio. »as GHIDRAH. Allhough It is 
a well-known fact that all of Toho'a dinosaur- 
type monsters are really men in suits, 
Qhidrah often gets to be conjured up via a 
magnificent array of special effects. He's 
quite an asset to the company, and they're 
well aware of it. So far, he has appeared In 



four movies, all of which starred Godailla and 
other popular monsters. 

In case you didn't know, Ghidrah is an 
enormous, three-headed space dragon, he can 
fly. Is seemingly Indestructible, and spews 
forth. extremely powerful electrical charges 
from his mouths whenever he wishes to. 
Unlike almost all other Japanese giants, he 
has remained a bad guy since he appeared on 
the theater screen in IMS. Since then, he bss 
taken many Earth livesi as a result, he's been 
beaten and driven off by Godzilla and his pals 
after long, knock-down, drag-out fights. He 
never learns, but that's probably because 
he's not from our planet, After all. everybody 
knows that space creatures can really be 

The first flick about this monster was 
GHIDRAH. THE THREE HEADED MON- 
STERII96SI. His coming was foretold by a 
young woman, whose body was possessed by 
the mind of s kindly Martian. The terrible 
space dragon bad destroyed the advanced 
civilization of Mars, and now he was 
determined to do the same with our planet. 
The nim's sub-plots denlt with international 
spies and a battle between the Big G and 
Rodan. Midway through the plot, a magnetic 
meteorite that had fallen Co Earth exploded, 
and from it was formed Ghidrah, Scourge of 
IheUniversel 

As soon as Ghidrah hatched from his 



galactic "egg," he went on a rampage of 
destruction. He proceeded to tear up the 
Japanese countryside, presumably eating the 

Rodan were wrecking the other end of 
Japan— including, naturally, Tokyo. Eventu- 
ally, Mothra— a giant caterpillar (not the 
original one. Chough)— came along and 

Ghidrah. Between Che Big G. Rodan ’’and 
Mothra. the space dragon was driven off. 

That same year, the second Ghidrah film 
was released. It's known by two titles: 
MONSTER ZERO and INVASION OF 
ASTRO-MONSTER. The dragon, apparently 
embarrassed by his defeat, left Earth and 
new to Planet X. The humanoid inhabitants 
there weren't at all pleased with this 
development, and they moved underground. 
They then appealed to our world for help: 
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*«ODZILLA: KING OF THE MONSTERS ” FULL COLOR T-SHIRT ... At last, you can show-off the > 
*^16 G" wherever you go! This super T-shirt is without a doubt the greatest monster shirt in the ■ I 
whole wide world!— The best one we have ever seen! The giant PULL COLOR picture of GODZILLA / / '^•‘dr 
is pnnted on the finest quality cotton T-shirt and comes in 5 different sizes. BOYS SIZES 10 & 14 and ' / (Vi, 
ADULT SIZES SMALL, MEDIUM, and LARGE. Please be sure to specify sizes you want when / 
ordortog. ONLY $4.00, including postage and handling. SPECIAL— SAVE MONEY!!! Buy 2 * ^ ^ 

GODZILLA T-shirts for only $7.00 and SAVE ONE WHOLE DOLLAR. 



